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MINUTES OF DARGUES GOLD MINE COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE INSPECTION AND 46th 

MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 7, 2022. 

 

INSPECTION: 

The Inspection commenced at 1pm. 

Present: B Weir (Chair), B Waterhouse, B Royds, S Needham, P Owen, A Robinson, A Wyllie, and E Guarino,  

Also, in attendance - M/s A Saunders and R Ghattas. 

TSF:  Whilst travelling to the TSF the Inspection party was shown the test paddock and had explained to 

them, the irrigation trial being undertaken with a 24-hr. sprinkler system, utilising water from the TSF. It 

was stated that up to 5 truckloads of water were used per day. Due to the importance of water security, 

any excess water was captured. The trial ends in March. 

At the TSF, Mr Ghattas (Processing manager) outlined and pointed out the TSF improvements carried out 

since the last inspection. 

He and other DGM staff answered Members’ questions.  

VENTILATION SILENCER: The Inspection Party then travelled to the ventilation silencer and observed and 

heard the silencer in operation. 

Mr Guarino explained how the silencer operated in detail.  

He added that Mr Darwon, who was an apology for today’s inspection/meeting had inspected the silencer 

several days prior. 

Mr Guarino, and the other DGM staff in attendance, not only answered questions regarding the silencer 

but also explained the mine evacuation routes and procedures, one of which (evacuation exit) was 

observed in proximity to the silencer. 

Inspection concluded 1.50pm. 

 

MEETING: 

Present: 

As listed above (except B Waterhouse), PLUS:- 

P Cormick (v), M Darwon (p), K Waddell (v) and Cr Preston (p). 
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1/ Welcome: 

The Chairperson welcomed the attendees to the meeting. 

The Chairperson acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the Land and paid his respects to Elders past, 

present and emerging. 

2/ Apologies:  

B Waterhouse. 

3/ Pecuniary or Conflicts of Interest: 

 The customary interests were declared- there were no other interests declared. 

4/ Minutes of last meeting – matters arising:  

Nil. 

The Chairman stated that the matters arising from the Inspection held earlier today would be discussed at 

the appropriate section of the proponent’s reports. 

5/ Correspondence In:  

Nil 

6/ Proponent’s Reports and Overview of Activities: 

Progress of project- 

Mr Wyllie stated that mine development will reach 520m by January 31. 

 24k tonnes to be mined in December to comply with 355t limit.  

There was a truck roll over in August which had to be reported.  

There were currently job vacancies especially for fitters. 

Mr Guarino stated that there has been a curfew breach with a truck departing at 10.07pm. It had been 

investigated and the boom gate would now be locked at 10pm. 

In reply to a question from M/s Royds, Mr Wyllie confirmed that a truck had rolled over near the Wakefield 

Parkway and although emergency services had attended and the driver treated, no concentrate had been 

lost. 

Monitoring and Environmental Performance – 

Mr Guarino advised that M/s Saunders had undertaken a huge project in setting up a weekly compliance 

and monitoring program which is checked off at the end of each week to ensure that the monitoring for 

the week has been undertaken and that it complies. 
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Mr Needham stated that he applauded what is now on the website and the introductory video. Regarding 

the two access ways to the data (website or ALS), he stated that he had difficulty in accessing through the 

ALS site, Mr Guarino then put the ALS website access on the screen and explained the data showing real 

time water quality. He stated that the reading levels show the system is working. 

In reply to a comment from Mr Needham regarding nitrate levels in September, Mr Guarino stated that this 

is being investigated for a possible leakage. 

Mr Needham queried the performance of the site during the rainfall events of the past few months. 

Mr Guarino replied and paid tribute to the mine staff, especially the engineering staff, regarding the 

standard of their water management and dust/noise suppression during those events. 

Mr Wyllie added that on one weekend in July, 3 inches of rain had fallen. He advised that a new pump had 

been installed in June and the staff knew exactly what to do when these events occurred.  

M/s Royds complimented the safety record. She added that the birdlife was important and a migratory bird 

-a Latham’s Snipe - had recently been observed in the area. 

M/s Saunders commented that there was an abundance of long and short fin eels in Major’s Creek and 

Spring Creek, having migrated from the Coral Sea. She added that the creeks are “full of life”. 

Mr Cormick that Mr Guarino and his staff for their “outstanding works”. 

Community Complaints – 

Nothing further. 

MOD-5 (Turkey Nest Dam) – 

Mr Guarino stated that extensive advertising took place as well as on Facebook. In addition to the agency 

responses, two private email responses as well as an email query from a downstream user had been 

received. The query had been replied to. 

The major agency response was from EPA which queried matters such as protection of the creek and 

downstream users, noise and fencing. The application was now back with the DoP. 

In reply to a question from Mr Robertson, Mr Wyllie stated that it was not a “regulated” dam, but such an 

application had been made. A risk assessment had been carried out.  

Processing rate – Mr Wyllie, in reply to a question from Mr Robertson, stated that the processing rate was 

unchanged and last month had the best recovery rate of 96.2. 

In reply to a question from Mr Owen re ground-water modelling, Mr Guarino stated that a groundwater 

input plan had been developed. 

Mr Wyllie added that a max of 6 l/s is coming out of the mine and 3 l/s is going back in. He stated that it is 

looking as though the dam won’t be constructed until June as there needs to be an archaeological dig, for 

which the methodology has to be determined, and that is predicted to take 20 weeks. 
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7/ Matters which the community representatives and/or Council representatives wish to raise: 

 Nil. 

8/ Matters which the DGM’s representatives wish to raise with Community/Council representatives: 

Water Management - Mr Guarino stated that following consultation with the relevant parties, an 

emergency approval had been obtained. The DoP had additional questions which had to be followed up 

and the plan is subject to further review by GHD. 

Exploration Update – Mr Wyllie stated that there had not been any good results and so, the exploration 

was now on “pause” awaiting further funding. There is now 1 rig underground sitting in 488 stockpile. He 

hoped to have logged ore by Jan 31. 

Noise Mitigation Projects– Mr Guarino referred to the Inspection and said that he was awaiting the findings 

of the noise study. He added that Mr Darwon had already visited the site. Mr Wyllie added that MR 

Woolford from Major’s Creek had arranged to have an inspection of the installation. 

DGM Site Initiatives- 

Medical Service - Mr Guarino referred to the establishment of the medical hub at Braidwood Medical 

Centre and Mr Wyllie reaffirmed the mine’s keenness to progress this service. 

Visual Amenity – Mr Guarino stated that the visual amenity assistance was a condition of consent. It 

consists of the planting of vegetation and trees and is available. 

Biodiversity Offset – M/s Saunders stated that suitable land could be available in the area and some farms 

have been assessed. In reply to a comment from Mr Needham, Mr Guarino stated that the offset area does 

not have to be within a specified distance from the mine. The offset relied on the reasonable interpretation 

of the Judge’s ruling in this regard, he added. 

Community grants, support and donations – Mr Guarino stated that this was a very heart-warming event, 

and he summarised the projects which had been successful in gaining funding – especially the swimming 

club which had had its amenities destroyed by fire. 

Student visit – Mr Wyllie stated that the student visit as well as a visit from a local U3A group had been 

very successful. Mr Needham stated that he would like to arrange for his U3A group to also visit the mine 

and he was invited to make the necessary arrangements. 

Other Sponsorship– N/F. 

CCC Contact details – Mr Owen suggested that the contact details also list the areas which the Members 

represent. The Chairperson supported his suggestion and stated that this would also enable the DoP to see 

the representational spread of the Members. 

It was stated that only three Members were currently listed, and Mr Guarino undertook to follow up 

whether and other requests for listing had been missed. 

Actions arising from 45th CCC Meeting – Noted. 
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9/ Other Business – Resignation.  

Mr Guarino advised the meeting that he had resigned his position at DGM to accept a position in New 

Guinea and he would be leaving at the end of January. He thanked the Members for the working 

relationship he had enjoyed with them, and he was confident that this relationship would continue as he 

had confidence in M/s Saunders and other staff. 

The Membership unanimously resolved to thank Mr Guarino for his co-operation, contribution, 

professionalism and friendship during his time at DGM and to wish him well in his future career. 

10/ Next Meeting. 

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday March 8, 2023. 

In closing the meeting, the Chairperson extended the Compliments of the Season and Best Wishes to all 

attendees 

Meeting Closed 3.23 pm   
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Dargues Gold Mine – Proponents Report 
  
Item 6.  
 
Progress of the Project 
 

• General Manager – Angus Wyllie 
• Mine development at 515 m 
• Processing rate in accordance with annual throughputs Year to Date (YTD) 
• Further local employment opportunities coming! For more information about employment 

opportunities, please refer to the following link: https://www.aureliametals.com/careers 
• Safety performance; zero recordable injuries for the quarter; Mill over 2 years recordable injury free 
• Environmental performance; 1 recordable environmental incident for the quarter – a concentrate truck 

movement outside the curfew period. 
 
Monitoring and Environmental Performance 

 
Environmental monitoring was completed in accordance with Dargues Gold Mine’s 
(DGM) Environmental Protection License and Development Consent requirements. For 
access to DGM’s monitoring data, please refer to the following link Dargues | Monitoring 
- Aurelia Metals.  Our externally facing dashboard continues to publish monitoring data 
via our website. 
Performance: The water level sensor at SW4 has malfunctioned and we are waiting for 
ALS to visit site and send off for repair under warranty. 

 
Community Complaints 
 

During the last quarter, the Company received 12 complaints. All complaints were in relation to noise.  The 
Company also continues to work on noise mitigation projects, as discussed in Item 8.  
 

Month Number of Complaints 
September 6 
October 3 
November 3 

 
MOD-5 
12 agency and 2 public responses were raised in response to MOD-5.  The company 
prepared a response to submission. Reports and responses can be accessed in the QR code 
and link below: https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-5-
water-storage-dam-processing-increase  

 

 

  

https://www.aureliametals.com/careers
https://aureliametals.com/projects/dargues/monitoring
https://aureliametals.com/projects/dargues/monitoring
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au%2Fmajor-projects%2Fprojects%2Fmod-5-water-storage-dam-processing-increase&data=05%7C01%7Cenzo.guarino%40aureliametals.com.au%7C3e576533231d4b8f159308da8fc013c4%7C5cd19c9d9d484d08b3cb0864e04ee77d%7C0%7C0%7C637980352394473843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4KUcEZZl%2BC%2F%2BN9iUzSM6gsUjLYq%2FSUpe1ggnpisJsuA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au%2Fmajor-projects%2Fprojects%2Fmod-5-water-storage-dam-processing-increase&data=05%7C01%7Cenzo.guarino%40aureliametals.com.au%7C3e576533231d4b8f159308da8fc013c4%7C5cd19c9d9d484d08b3cb0864e04ee77d%7C0%7C0%7C637980352394473843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4KUcEZZl%2BC%2F%2BN9iUzSM6gsUjLYq%2FSUpe1ggnpisJsuA%3D&reserved=0
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Item 8.   
 
Water management  
GHD is working on the water management plan and aims to provide a copy to site by mid-December. 
 
The Company received approval from the Department of Planning and Environment and the EPA to use 
TSF water for dust suppression in operational areas and for irrigation at the northern field.  
 
Exploration Update 
 

The Surface exploration program was completed in October.  Underground exploration is ongoing.  

Noise Mitigation Projects 

The ventilation fan silencer has been manufactured and arrived on site 30/11, with the contractors set to 
complete the installation early December. 
 
DGM Site Initiatives 
 

Accommodation partnership with Braidwood Medical Centre 
The Company partnered with Braidwood medical center to subsidise accommodation for a second doctor.  
The mine worked with Braidwood medical center prior to a recruitment drive to provide accommodation 
certainty for prospective candidates.  The partnership resulted in the successful recruitment of a second 
doctor for the practice.  We were informed that the doctor has since resigned, however, as the residence 
has become a hub for student doctors, visiting nurses and locum doctors the Company continues to 
support the Braidwood medical center with this partnership. 
 
Visual amenity  
Visual amenity screening application forms are available to support eligible members of the community 
who are experiencing visual amenity impacts. The application can support impacted residents with 
screening measures.   
 
Biodiversity Offset 

The Company is actively searching for a parcel of land which contains: Ribbon Gum 
(Eucalyptus viminalis), Snow Gum (Eucalyptus pauciflora) and Peppermint Gum (Eucalypts 
radiata). Other characteristic features include an open eucalypt forest or woodland with 
sparse shrubs and dense grassy groundcover on granite or basalt soils in gently undulating 
to flat terrain, at altitudes between 600 and 1100 metres above sea level.   Consultants have 
been actively assessing properties in the district. 
 

 
Community grants, support and donations 
The first round of the Dargues community grants program closed on 11/11/22.  Although competition was stiff, 
we were able to support four-excellent proposals. The recipients included, the Braidwood Swim Club, the 
Braidwood Preschool, the Majors Creek Reserve Land Manager, and the Braidwood Girl Guides.  We extend 
congratulations to all the recipients and groups who applied. 
 
Student Visits 
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On the 19th of September we hosted geology students from the U3a Goulburn Mulwaree and on the 26th of 
September we also hosted mine hosted students from the ANU undertaking economic geology.  Both days were 
an opportunity to showcase our operation and provide industry exposure to the students.   
 
Other sponsorship 
The Company was a proud Platinum sponsor of the Braidwood Lions Young Writers Festival 2022.  The writing 
competition is for young people living in postcode 2622 or going to school in Braidwood.   
The Company supported the Braidwood Education fund with funding towards a scholarship, the Melbourne Cup 
fundraiser and with an underground tour for their charity auction.   
The Company also supported the Braidwood preschool by purchasing a series of pavers for their fundraiser and 
an underground tour of the mine for their charity auction. 
 
CCC Contact details 

 
The contact details for CCC members who signed the privacy disclosure are available on the 
the Company website.  
 
CCC Contact Details (aureliametals.com.au) 
 
 

 
Actions arising from 44th CCC meeting 
 

Item Action Outcome 
Item 8 Provide the number 

of employees on 
site 

The mine employs approximately 120 to 140 full time 
equivalent positions. 

Item 9 Recirculate email to 
CCC for personal 
details upload to 
website 

Consent request form was recirculated to CCC members on 12 
October by email.  Responses were progressively uploaded to 
the company website. 

 
Closing 

 

For further information, please visit the following: 

DGM website:http://aureliametals.com 

DGM Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/DarguesReefGold 

For more detailed assistance please call the Dargues Gold Mine Information Line on 1800 732 002 or 
alternatively email DGM.Community@aureliametals.com.au 

 

https://www.aureliametals.com.au/projects/dargues/ccc-contact-details
http://aureliametals.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DarguesReefGold
mailto:DGM.Community@aureliametals.com.au
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