
 
HERA MINE 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
 
MINUTES 
 
The meeting was held on 3 May 2018 at the Hera Mine, Burthong Road, Nymagee. 
 
Meeting commenced at 10.15am 
 
Present at the Meeting: 
 
Garry West (Independent Chair) 
Dolly Betts (Community Representative) 
Phil Harley (Community Representative) 
Don Cameron (Community Representative) 
Jonathon Thompson (Aurelia Metals Ltd, Representative, Environment Superintendent)  
Scott Ramsay (Aurelia metals Ltd, Representative, General Manager, Hera Mine Project) 
 
1. Apologies 

 
Megan Nicholson (Community Representative) 
Des (David) Hill (Community Representative) 
Graeme Bourke (Bogan Shire Representative) 
 

2. Pecuniary and other interests 
 
General discussion regarding the interpretation of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary 
Declarations and Conflicts of Interest. The Chair undertook to seek clarification from 
DPE. The Chair is to contact Cr Jarrod Marsden (Cobar Shire Council Representative) 
regarding his attendance and Cobar Shire Council seeking an alternate representative 
when one member is unable to attend. 
 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 
 
Minutes from the CCC meeting of 19 February 2018 had been distributed via email and 
were accepted as a correct record.  
 

4. Business Arising from Previous Meeting  
 
There was no business arising. 
 

5. Correspondence 
 
Correspondence by email from the Chair to Bogan Shire Council seeking consideration of 
a representative to the CCC; response from Bogan Shire Council appointing Graeme 
Bourke, Manager of Engineering Services to the CCC; Graeme Bourke apologising for not 



 
being able to attend 3 May meeting but reported the commencement on the 7km 
construction on the Nymagee – Hermidale Road. It is a 4-month program. 
 

6. Company Report 
 
A presentation was provided detailing the environmental performance of the Hera Mine 
operations for January to March 2018. (A copy will accompany the final minutes and be 
placed on the company website); 
 
No complaints were received for the reporting period. 
 
J. Thompson provided an outline of the environmental monitoring associated with Hera 
Mine for the previous quarter 
 
S. Ramsay advised the CCC about the drilling planned to commence at the Nymagee 
Copper Mine in the next quarter. Information sessions will be held for the Nymagee 
residents prior to any drilling activities.  
 
S. Ramsay advised the CCC of the acquisition of Peak Mines which was finalised on  
10 Apr 2018.  

7. Matters which the Community Representatives wish to raise with the Mine Operator  
 
The community representatives thanked Aurelia Metals for their support of the ANZAC 
Day activities including hosting a dinner at the Hera Mine and the unveiling of the 
Honour Board. 
 

8. Community Engagement Opportunities 
 
Don Cameron advised that the Bogan Shire Council was updating their mining display 
and indicated that there was an opportunity for the Hera Mine to update their 
information in the display. 
Don Cameron advised a small schools camp was being planned to be held in Nyngan late 
in 2019 and asked the company to consider assistance in sponsoring the event. 
J. Thompson drew attention to the Career’s Day at the Cobar School to be held on 
Tuesday 11 September 2018. This was raised on behalf of Megan Nicholson. The 
company will consider supporting. 
 
 
 

9. Meeting Dates 
 
It was agreed that the CCC would meet quarterly in 2018 and the calendar of meetings 
is: 
 
3 May 2018; 2 August 2018; and 1 November 2018 all commencing at 10am 
 



 
10. General Business 

 
J. Thompson reported a meeting had occurred to advance the VPA that Aurelia Metals 
has with Cobar Shire Council and its application in regard to Nymagee. General 
discussion ensued with no further action required at this stage. 
Don Cameron requested the company advertise its complaints line details more widely 
to the community. 
 
Next Meeting 
2 August 2018  
 
 
Meeting Closed: 12.05pm 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 

Item Action By Whom 

1 Contact Cobar Shire Council re alternate representative 
for CCC meetings when necessary 

GW 

2 Contact Cr Jarrod Marsden re CCC attendance GW 

3 Contact DPE to clarify Conflict of Interests guidelines GW 
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HERA PROJECT  

CCC – May 2018 
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Hera Mine 
WHS Incidents – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

No Injuries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TRIFR 15 15 15 10 10 5 5 5 5 5 0 0

Hours 16635 19559 19335 19882 18020 18040 20767 16695 16616 17,291 17090 15703
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Total Recordable Injury Frequency Rate (TRIFR) Aurelia

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

No Injuries 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 1

TRIFR 42 41 48 40 47 46 52 52 43 56 47 47

Hours 11282 11999 10535 10417 11148 11148 13681 13033 14609 14481 14270 13750
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Total Recordable Injury Frequency Rate (TRIFR) Pybar

• Incidents: 
• 21 Jan 18 – Operator received cut to finger after rock fell of tub of truck and 

required three stitches; 
• 22 Jan 18 – Operator tripped on a rock and cut wrist as he put hand out to brace 

his fall resulting in eight stitches;and 
• Operator stepped off production drill rig and rolled ankle. 
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Hera Mine 

• No complaints received this quarter. 

Complaints – Jan 18 to Mar 18 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 
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Blast Vibration (Day Time Period) - Jan to Mar 18 

Vibration Limit (95%) Limit (max.)

Day time period = 7am to 6pm Monday to Saturday 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

Evening time period = 6pm to 10pm Monday to Saturday 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

m
m

/s
 

Blast Vibration (Evening Time Period) - Jan to Mar 18 

Vibration Limit (95%) Limit (max.)



7 

Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

Night time period = 10pm to 7am Monday to Saturday, all day Sunday and Public Holidays 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

• Incidents: 
• 19/01/18 – 58 µg/m³ - Likely caused by HV movements on the Haul Rd exacerbated by hot, dry, windy conditions 
• 6/02/2018 – 61 µg/m³ - Likely caused by background dust conditions 
• 18/02/2018 – 85 µg/m³ - Likely caused by background dust conditions (dustiest month in NSW in the last three years) 
• 14/03/2018 – 59 µg/m³ - Likely caused by HV movements on the Haul Rd exacerbated by hot, dry, windy conditions 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

Tailings Storage Facility & Process Water Dam Discharges 

• Incident: 
• 14/01/2018: 

• The Residual Discharge Valve was left in the ‘Manual Open’ position during a cycle of the Intensive Leach Reactor (ILR); 
• This resulted in cyanide being feed to the screen and ultimately into the process water; 
• Cyanide was contained in the process water dam and no harm to the environment was caused. 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

Groundwater: 
  Analyte (mg/L) 

Licence Point Sb As HCO3- B Cd Ca CO3-2 Cl Cr Cu CN- (Free) CN- (Total) CN- (WAD) EC (mS/cm) 

7 <0.001 <0.001 711 0.43 <0.0001 191 <1 1050 <0.001 <0.001 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 4670 

9 <0.001 <0.001 699 0.67 <0.0001 190 <1 959 <0.001 <0.001 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 5260 

17 <0.001 0.003 272 0.28 0.0003 46 <1 254 <0.001 0.004 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 1366 

19 <0.001 <0.001 66 0.21 <0.0001 2 <1 46 <0.001 0.006 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 1053 

27 <0.001 <0.001 538 1.35 <0.0001 58 <1 1310 <0.001 <0.001 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 5830 

28 0.012 0.005 724 0.68 0.0002 213 <1 999 0.002 0.013 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 5240 

29 0.011 <0.001 371 0.39 <0.0001 42 <1 338 <0.001 0.002 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 2101 

30 0.004 0.004 656 1.91 <0.0001 77 <1 1580 <0.001 0.002 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 7340 

31 <0.001 0.002 406 0.92 <0.0001 98 <1 1300 <0.001 0.007 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 5820 

32 <0.001 0.002   0.91 <0.0001       <0.001 <0.001       6500 

33 <0.001 0.012 552 0.38 <0.0001 158 <1 727 <0.001 <0.001 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 3990 

34                     DRY DRY DRY DRY 

35                     DRY DRY DRY DRY 

36                     DRY DRY DRY DRY 

37                     DRY DRY DRY DRY 

38                     DRY DRY DRY DRY 

40 <0.001   687 0.48 <0.0001 186 <1 1140 <0.001 0.001 <0.004 <0.004 <0.004 5070 

  

Analyte (mg/L) 

Fe Pb Mg Hg Mo Ni pH K Ag Na Sn TDS Zn SWL (m) 

7 0.11 <0.001 167 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 6.74 16 <0.001 554 <0.001 2960 <0.005 52.97 

9 1.55 <0.001 232 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 7.57 28 <0.001 696 <0.001 3830 0.025   

17 <0.05 <0.001 48 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 6.91 10 <0.001 146 <0.001 678 0.04   

19 <0.05 <0.001 3 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 8.14 1 <0.001 49 <0.001 210 0.032   

27 0.63 <0.001 134 <0.0001 0.001 <0.001 7.18 38 <0.001 926 <0.001 3290 <0.005 54.18 

28 7.46 0.04 227 <0.0001 0.022 0.007 6.71 29 <0.001 671 <0.001 3100 0.276 86.28 

29 <0.05 0.001 55 <0.0001 0.001 0.002 7.55 12 <0.001 287 <0.001 1240 0.016 63.8 

30 0.49 <0.001 109 <0.0001 0.002 0.01 7.11 36 <0.001 1420 <0.001 4600 0.016 60.01 

31 0.1 <0.001 137 <0.0001 <0.001 0.003 7.86 32 <0.001 898 <0.001 3610 0.093   

32 1.05 <0.001     <0.001 0.058 6.5   <0.001   <0.001   0.022   

33 2.06 <0.001 171 <0.0001 <0.001 0.004 6.53 17 <0.001 427 <0.001 2470 0.065   

34                           DRY 

35                           DRY 

36                           DRY 

37                           DRY 

38                           DRY 

40 0.39 <0.001 184 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 7.13 15 <0.001 628 <0.001 2620 0.01 53.81 
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Hera Mine 
Environmental Monitoring – Jan 18 to Mar 18 

Concentrate Truck Movements 
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Hera Mine 
Exploration – Kershaws Drilling, Plan View 
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Intense alteration 

vectoring to southeast? 

Hera Mine 
Exploration – Kershaws Drilling, Geochemistry and Alteration 
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Gravity Inversion > 

0.8mgal Anomaly 

Pb in Soils - 80ppm 

(green) & 160ppm (red) 

Kershaws CER ~3,000m 

Beyond CER ~3,000m 

Hera Mine 
Exploration – Completed Drill Holes 
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Hera Mine 
Exploration – Hera, Major Prospects 
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Hera Mine 
Exploration – Nymagee Mine, Proposed Metallurgy Program 
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Hera Mine 
Production Statistics– Jan 18 to Mar 18 
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Hera Mine 
Production Statistics– Jan 18 to Mar 18 
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Hera Mine 
Acquisition of  Peak Mines 
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