
 

 
 

 
 

Dargues Gold Mine is searching for a parcel of land which is suitable to be protected as a biodiversity 
offset.  A biodiversity offset is land which is protected and managed in perpetuity for conservation. 
Dargues Gold Mine needs to secure a biodiversity offset to counterbalance the impacts of 
constructing its gold mine.  

The biodiversity offset requirements for the Dargues Gold Mine can be achieved by establishing a 
Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement (BSA). A BSA is an in-perpetuity conservation agreement on 
private landholdings. This can be established in a sponsored approach, where a landholder retains 
ownership of the land or alternatively via acquisition of the land by Dargues Gold Mine.   In return for 
perpetual protection, there is ongoing funding to support land management activities, such as weed / 
pest animal control, and fencing.  Biodiversity offsets can be a great way to generate an alternative 
income stream from land which otherwise wouldn’t typically generate income. 

Further detail on the NSW biodiversity offsets scheme is provided at; 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme/about-the-biodiversity-offsets-scheme.   

Dargues Gold Mine is seeking expressions of interest from local landholders holding the targeted 
vegetation types (outlined below), who have an interest in establishing a BSA on their land or those 
which landholders who wish to sell their land to Dargues Gold Mine for the same purpose.  

The minimum requirements for making an expression of interest is the presence of at least 30 ha of 
the targeted vegetation types and land within the vicinity of Majors Creek.  We will need the Lot and 
DP of the property and may need to do an initial site visit. 
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Targeted vegetation types required 

To ensure the biodiversity offsets reflect the project impacts, we are seeking land with the following 
tree species: Ribbon Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Snow Gum (Eucalyptus pauciflora) and Peppermint 
Gum (Eucalypts radiata). Other characteristic features include an open eucalypt forest or woodland 
with sparse shrubs and dense grassy groundcover on granite or basalt soils in gently undulating to 
flat terrain, at altitudes between 600 and 1100 metres above sea level. Example photos and a 
distribution map of the forest and woodlands we are searching for are shown below.   

 

 

Examples of the targeted 
vegetation type in the 
southern tableland flats 
forest  - Ribbon Gum - 
Snow Gum grassy forest 
on damp flats  



 

 
What is a BSA? 

A Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement (BSA) is a legal conservation agreement between a landowner 
and the NSW government agency the Biodiversity Conservation Trust (BCT).  A BSA can be applied to 
the whole or part of a property. The agreement sets out a range of conservation management 
obligations, actions and timing for these to be undertaken across the conserved sections of a 
property. There are two approaches being considered by Dargues Gold Mine for establishing a BSA.  

Sponsored landowner agreement  

Under the sponsored BSA approach, a landowner can retain ownership of the land subject to the 
agreement.  The landowner is required to manage and actively seek an improvement or ‘gain’ in 
biodiversity values of the land. This can include undertaking a range of management actions 
including fire management, grazing management and/or grazing exclusion, feral animal control and 
weed control.  

The cost of the management activities is estimated and funded as part of the BSA, and the 
landowner receives annual payments to undertake these activities as described in a management 
plan prepared as part of the BSA.  All management activities would be developed in consultation 
with the landowner and costed at commercial rates. As the BSA is in effect permanent, and as it is 
registered on title, the agreement stays with the land and passes to any future landholder(s).  

In return for establishing a sponsored BSA on landowners’ property, a lump sum payment for 
opportunity cost is made. At this time, Dargues Gold Mine would also pay the full cost of all 
management actions in perpetuity (known as the Total Fund Deposit) into the Biodiversity 
Stewardship Payments Fund, which is the fund that future annual management payments from the 
NSW Government are made to the landholder.  Dargues Gold Mine would also pay the full cost of all 
establishment and consulting fees. 

Property purchase 

A BSA can also be established whereby Dargues Gold Mine purchases the property from the 
landowner in its current state. Dargues Gold Mine then establishes the BSA (as per the process 
outlined earlier) on the land and becomes the responsible entity for undertaking the management 
actions in perpetuity.    

The Biodiversity stewardship agreement Landholder guide (NSW BCT, 2021) contains additional 
information on BSAs and their requirements. 

 

https://www.bct.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-08/BSA%20Landholder%20Guide_June%202021_0%20%282%29.pdf


 

 
Lodging an expression of interest and next steps 

Dargues Gold Mine understands that this process can be daunting and a bit confusing having gone 
through the process ourselves at other sites. However, we will be supported by independent experts 
who have setup BSAs all over NSW and these experts will guide interested landowners at no cost.  

Landowners interested in entering a BSA with Dargues Gold Mine or with potential land for sale are 
encouraged to contact our biodiversity offset team to discuss their options and register an 
expression of interest, by Phone: 1800 732 002 or Email: dgm.community@aureliametals.com.au  

The expression of interest period closes 30 October 2022.  However, properties will be evaluated 
progressively which may result in adjusting the expression of interest period. 

Initial expressions of interest received will be evaluated by our experts against the minimum project 
requirements which include: 

1. Size test – Minimum of 30 hectares  

2. Vicinity test - proximity of the proposed property to the Dargues Gold Mine 

3. Ecological test – ecological values and vegetation condition observed on the property 

4. Viability test – viability of establishing a BSA at the proposed property.  

We look forward to working with potential landowners or agents to secure the biodiversity offset 
property. 

mailto:dgm.community@aureliametals.com.au
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