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MINUTES OF 42nd MEETING OF THE DARGUES REEF COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE  HELD AT 

THE DARGUES  GOLD MINE  AND  VIA VIDEO CONFERENCING  ON MONDAY DECEMBER 13, 2021 AT 

1.30PM. 

PRESENT:  Brian Weir PSM (Chairperson) (Video) 

Community Representatives: Bill Waterhouse (v), Belinda Royds (part) (v), Matt Darwon (v), Dr Kathleen 

Waddell, Phillip Owen, Peter Cormick (v) and Stewart Needham. 

Eurobodalla Shire Council (ESC): Alister Robinson (v). 

Dargues Gold Mine: Angus Wyllie, Chase Dingle, Enzo Guarino, Jonathon Thompson (observer). 

 

1. Welcome: The Chairman extended a welcome to all including Mr Thompson. He acknowledged the 

Traditional Owners of the Land Past, Present and Emerging. 

2. Apologies: The Chairman stated that an apology had been received from Mr Corven (ESC). 

3. Pecuniary or Conflicts of Interest- Members: The Chairman asked if there were any other interests 

to declare other than the usual pecuniary interests, i.e. his meeting fee and the Mine employees. 

None was declared. 

4. Minutes of last meeting (18/10/21)—matters arising. The Chairperson advised that the report the 

last CCC meeting had requested on a recommended protocol for consideration of correspondence 

considered as qualifying for inclusion in the Agenda as “Correspondence In”, was completed and, 

after he had shown it to the Department of Planning, he would present it to the next meeting. 

5. Correspondence: The Chairman advised that there was no correspondence other than the email 

from Mr Waterhouse which would be dealt with later (see Item 7). 

6. Proponent’s Reports and Overview of Activities: Mr Dingle spoke to his report.  

Progress of the Project:  In reply to a question from Mr Cormick, Mr Dingle stated that ESC had not 

yet been consulted re the Modification application. Queanbeyan-Palarang Regional Council had 

been consulted initially, as it was the relevant local authority under the EP&A Act. ESC and other 

agencies were still to be consulted. Mr Cormick stated that this was disappointing.  Mr Dingle 

responded that it was the proponent’s intent to consult all other relevant agencies once the impact 

assessments were complete. Monitoring and Environmental Performance: see later.  

Community Complaints: Mr Dingle stated that there had been a spike in complaints. There had 

been real time data analysis undertaken, in consultation with a couple of community members. 

This spike was attributed to noise issues. In reply to a question from M/s Royds, he and Mr Wyllie 

both stated that this noise problem was being addressed and options considered.  

Information provided to the Community and any feedback: Mr Dingle spoke briefly to this report. 

7. Matters which the community representatives wish to raise with the Dargues Gold Mine 

representatives, other than matters listed elsewhere on the Agenda: Mr Waterhouse read to the 
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meeting an email he had sent to Mr Dingle on November 30 and Mr Dingle’s reply (see attached). 

Mr Waterhouse stated that with respect to the rain gauge question, this email had followed a “chat 

session” re rainfall totals in the district. Mr Guarino stated that the rain gauge equipment had been 

calibrated last week and was carried out to the Australian Standard. Mr Dingle advised the meeting 

that he was happy to move the noise monitors back to their original location but suggested that 

this not occur until 12 months data had been obtained as this data would be very useful in the 

future.  Mr Guarino advised that the data was shown on the Aurelia website under “Compliance”. 

Mr Dingle invited Mr Waterhouse to contact him if further information was required. Discussion 

then took place on possible reasons why there was disparity between rainfall readings at the mine 

compared to elsewhere in the district. It was stated that one possible reason might be that 

different types of measuring equipment were being used. Mr Dingle stated that he had previously 

compared DGM’s readings with those taken by an employee who lived nearby to see if he could 

gain a better understanding as to why the readings varied.  

M/s Royds left the meeting 2.02pm. 

6 (cont’d): Monitoring and Environmental Performance: Mr Guarino, before presenting his report, gave 

a brief outline of his mining and environmental experience in Papua New Guinea, South America and 

across Australia, not just in mining but as a regulator (Government) and research (University). He 

spoke of having fished in the Moruya River for many years, and his environmental commitment to the 

region. 

He stated that his aim today was to expose the Committee to the environmental monitoring data 

reports he had been compiling and to seek feedback. 

He showed on screen extracts from his initial data collection work to illustrate the aims of the project. 

Following the completion of his presentation, Mr Needham complimented Mr Guarino re the data and 

especially the ability to visualise the data on screen and thus enable the community to better understand 

it. He believed it would be very beneficial to Coast Watchers- whom he represents on the Committee, the 

Community Consultative Committee and the general public. Mr Waterhouse said this was an aid to 

transparency and he supported it. Mr Robertson suggested that compliance limits be inserted, if possible, 

so that any spikes in readings could be interpreted in the context of the relevant permissible limits. 

Mr Guarino replied that this was “a great question”. He had been using a standard reporting tool as he had 

wanted to get information “up quickly”. Mr Cormick also supported this initiative. Mr Needham then stated 

that there needs to be a more immediate data release re what is happening at the mine during heavy 

rainfall events. 

Mr Guarino replied that he would take this on notice. 

Mr Dingle replied that the recent rain event showed that the dams had performed in accordance with their 

design intent. He added that text and email advice had been sent out to the downstream users regarding 

some recent rainfall events. 

Mr Dingle stated that he was seeking feedback re Mr Guarino’s monitoring proposal as it will be a costly 

and labour intensive exercise to set up and input the data. 
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The CCC offered its initial support. Mr Dingle said he hoped that it would be up and running by the next 

CCC Meeting. 

  

8. Matters which the Dargues Gold Mine representatives wish to raise with the Community 

representatives:- proposed modification for Turkey’s nest Dam and Water Trucking update:  

(i) Mr Dingle advised that there was a slight change to the scoping report due to the approval having been 

received from the Land and Environment Court rather than the Dept. of Planning. 

 Mr Cormick referred to p.14 of the report re the time table and scheduled finalisation by January 17. 

Mr Dingle replied that he was hoping to get the consultants’ reports by “end of year” and the finalisation 

date was likely to be January 31. Mr Dingle advised Mr Cormick that the CCC was anticipated to become 

involved in the impact assessment stage. He anticipated that the proposal would be on public exhibition for 

28 days. The general public and the CCC Members would have a chance to comment. He wanted everyone 

to go to the portal to assess the information. 

In reply to a question from Mr Robertson re engagement with ESC, Mr Dingle stated that he would have 

discussions with him regarding the most effective method of engaging with ESC.  

(ii) Aurelia Metals Website Update: Mr Dingle stated that Mr Guarino had made improvements to the 

website and further work was being done on this in consultation with Aurelia’s Public Relations Manager. 

Mr Waterhouse made several suggestions to make the access to the website more “user friendly” 

especially with respect to the data accessed through “Compliance” rather than by accessing the “Dargues 

Gold Mine” tag. He suggested that appropriate links be established on the Aurelia Home Page. He stated 

“for example: ‘if you looking for Compliance…click here’”. 

(iii) Exploration Update: Mr Dingle said this engagement with Registered Aboriginal Parties was going well 

and had been very beneficial. He added that it would be maintained into the future. 

(iv) Noise Mitigation Project: Mr Cormick drew attention to p. 21 of the Consultant’s Report and queried 

the unattended noise monitoring and readings. He asked why only two days out of the quarter were 

investigated? 

Mr Dingle replied that the attendant quarterly report is consistent with the approved Noise Management 

Plan and furthermore, a new noise meter had been installed in 2021. He advised that to continuously 

review the unattended noise was a lot of work and not a requirement of any state significant development. 

Mr Dingle spoke about a monthly summary report prepared by the noise specialist in which they did review 

the findings of the continuous Realtime noise meter. The noise specialist will look at trends and anomalies, 

and investigate these further should it be required.  In the monthly review, he will look at the main 

features within the report. 

Mr Cormick replied that he would like to see the unattended reports inserted quarterly. He stated that he 

regarded this as an inadequate report.  

(v) Groundwater Modelling Assessment:  
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Mr Needham requested an update re the current situation regarding groundwater inflows. Mr Dingle 

replied and outlined the process with a weekly indicator of ground-water into the underground workings. 

He stated that it was currently showing a flow of between 1.6 and 2.1 l/sec. Mr Robertson stated that the 

initial advice that went out to the downstream users was good but suggested that there be additional 

information sent out such as the quantity of rain, what action, if any, was required etc. 

Mr Dingle replied that, in a heavy rain event, any overflow in the ROM pond goes back into the mine and 

this did occur during the rain event last Friday.  He said “we are continuously getting better at managing 

our water levels, we are trying to put more assurance systems in place”. 

Mr Cormick stated that he did not receive a notification and asked that the data-base be checked to see if 

he is on it.  

It was then AGREED that all CCC Members would be listed on the Downstream Users Group database.  

(vi) DGM Site Initiatives: Mr Dingle spoke briefly to this report. 

 (vii) CCC Report March 2018: The Chairman briefly explained that in a review of past Minutes by Mr 

Guarino, it had been observed that the minutes of the March 2018 CCC Meeting had been incorrectly 

dated as March 2017. This had now been corrected and the Minutes, with that correction, which had been 

distributed as an attachment to the report to this meeting, would now be included in the Meeting Minutes 

Record.  

Mr Needham suggested that Mr Dingle date his reports as this would assist him in filing these reports. Mr 

Dingle agreed.  

9. Other Business (Chair): 

 (i) Chairperson’s Annual report on operation of the CCC: The Chairman advised the meeting that he would 

now prepare an Annual Report and include this meeting so as to incorporate the full year’s meetings.  

(ii) Community Representatives- Filling of Vacancies: The Chairman and Mr Dingle advised of the difficulty 

in advertising for applicants to appoint to the Committee. Brief discussion took place regarding the 

advertising and the selection criteria. The meeting was informed by the Chairman that re-advertising would 

take place early in the New Year. Mr Waterhouse offered to use his media contacts to facilitate the 

advertising.  

 (iii) Water Management Plan: In reply to a question from Mr Needham, Mr Dingle stated that he would 

speak to Mr Needham and any other interested CCC Members regarding their interest in the review of the 

Water Management Plan. Mr Cormick indicated his interest in taking part, as did Mr Robertson and Dr 

Waddell.  

10. Next Meeting: 7 March 2022.  

11. In closing, the Chairperson thanked the Members for their attendance and wished everybody the 

Compliments of the Season. Meeting closed 3.40pm. 
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Dargues Gold Mine – Proponents Report 
  
 
Item 6.  
 
Progress of the Project 
 

• General Manager – Angus Wyllie 

• Mine development at 420L 

• Processing rate in accordance with annual throughputs Year to Date (YTD) 

• Further local employment opportunities coming! For more information about employment 
opportunities, please refer to the following link: https://www.aureliametals.com/careers 

• Safety performance; 1 x recordable injury for the quarter; Mill over 500 days recordable injury free 
 
 

Monitoring and Environmental Performance 
All environmental monitoring was completed in accordance with Dargues Gold Mine’s (DGM) Environmental 
Protection License and Development Consent requirements. For access to DGM’s monitoring data, please refer 
to the following link Dargues | Monitoring - Aurelia Metals. 
 
Significant work has been conducted on review and updating the environmental data in Esdat. Big Island Mining 
(BIM) has also commissioned a project with Esdat to get an externally facing dashboard that will be available 
for the community via our website. The intent is to have this dashboard complete in time for the next DCCC 
meeting.  
 
Otherwise, Enzo is going to give the group a run through the current Esdat reports and then a demo of the 
proposed dashboard.  
 
Community Complaints 
 

During the last quarter, DGM received the following complaints. All complaints were in relation to noise issues.  
 

Month Number of Complaints 

September 9 

October 34 

November 15 

 
BIM continues to work on noise mitigation projects, as discussed in Item 8.  
 
Information Provided to the Community and any feedback.  
 
Community Information Sessions will be held on the 15th & 19th of December 2021 at the Majors Creek 
Recreation Reserve Hall. The purpose of these meeting is to give the community an update on the scope and 
purpose of Modification 5 to PA10_0054.  
Key discussions were held with the QPRC Coordinative Review Committee on the 25th November 2021. Key 
areas of concern raised by the committee were surface water management & traffic impacts on Majors Creek 
Road. BIM has committed to providing the Review Committee the draft specialists reports as soon as they are 
available.  

 

https://www.aureliametals.com/careers
https://aureliametals.com/projects/dargues/monitoring
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Item 8.   
 
Proposed Modification for Turkeys Nest Dam and Water Trucking Update 
 
The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has accepted our proposed approach and modification 
pathway. The updated scoping report and all the supporting documents can be accessed via the Departments 
Major Project Portal, or the link below: 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/43511 

Unfortunately, there has been some delays in getting the specialist studies completed to support the 
modification application and therefor there are no impact assessments available for the DCCC meeting. BIM has 
undertaken to circulate these reports as soon as they are available.  

 

Aurelia Metals Website Update 
 

Aurelia Metals has commenced a project to update the Aurelia website to ensure it is easier to use and accessing 
information about the Project is more intuitive. We expect to have this project completed by the next DCCC 
meeting. 
To access the Dargues compliance page, please use the following link. Dargues | Compliance - Aurelia Metals 

 
 
Exploration Update 
 

Prior to the proposed December 2021 drilling campaign, Aurelia’s commissioned cultural heritage surveys of 
all the exploration targets and access tracks.  The proposed exploration sites were inspected by an 
archeologist and Registered Aboriginal Parties, including an elder from the Walbunja people (Figure 1). 
One of the sites was identified as requiring further surveys and the proposed drill pad was relocated to 
avoid the area as recommended.  

 

Figure 1.  Uncle Leslie (Walbunja elder) surveying proposed exploration targets and associated access tracks. 

 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/43511
https://aureliametals.com/projects/dargues/compliance
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In December 2021, BIM commenced the latest surface exploration drilling activities at DGM (Figure 2). The 
purpose of the drilling is to extend and increase confidence in the project’s ore resources. The drilling program 
is expected to finish at the end of June 2022.  

 

 

Figure 2. The drill rig is significantly smaller than that used previously.  The drilling program is focusing on 
shallow holes targeting near body regional assets.  

 

Noise Mitigation Projects 
 

Ventilation Fan 
 

After several months of consulting our noise specialist and engaging stakeholders, we have identified the 
ventilation fan as the noise source attributable to the recent increase in noise related complaints. The 
ventilation fan was increased from 70-84% during this time to accommodate for the increased operational 
activities underground as we provide essential fresh air to the workers underground.  

The latest round of quarterly attended noise monitoring was completed on the 2nd of December.  The 
consultant conducted additional recordings at ventilation fan from its current to 100% of its operational 
capacity.   The results together with the fan specifications are being used to model the likely impact of 
increasing the ventilation supply underground as we approach full operational capacity.  Similarly, BIM has also 
engaged a specialist in ventilation fans to investigate and design further noise attenuation of this infrastructure.  

 

Independent Noise Mitigation Assessment 

EMM consulting have undertake the field component Noise Mitigation Assessment and are currently updating 
the noise model based on the field observations. The intent of the assessment is to receive sound power levels 
on site infrastructure and corresponding attenuation recommendations. A report outlining the 
recommendation is expected 4-6 weeks. 
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Downstream Water User Register 
 

During the quarter, we updated the Downstream Water Users Group of our successful management of recent 
heavy rainfall events. The intention is to build confidence and understanding in this group about our onsite 
activities and further demonstrate our ability to manage surface waters.  
 
All rainfall events during the quarter were managed in accordance with the Water Management Plan to 
prevent any discharge offsite.  

 
DGM Site Initiatives 
 

 
The latest round of successful recipients of DGM’s Community Grants Program were announced during the 
quarter. The recipients and a summary of the initiatives are detailed below: 

1. Braidwood APEX Club – support for the revamped "Diggers Day", now to be known as the Diggers 
Classic. The APEX club we will use the grant to donate some "Bare-foot" bowls directly to the bowling 
club. 

2. Braidwood FM Incorporated –minor repairs, new branding, and fresh paint to the broadcasting van to 
make it more functional and appealing. This includes fixing the awning and installing a new table with 
anchor points and fixed broadcasting equipment. Braidwood FM Inc. is a not-for-profit local community 
radio station broadcasting 24/7 by volunteers trained at no cost to them. 

3. Braidwood Old School Hall Association Inc. (BOSSH) is a not-for-profit that is responsible for the 
management of the Old Anglican Hall which is a heritage listed community icon built in the 1850s. The 
Committee will use the funds to purchase a Polar U-Series 4 Door Counter Fridge to support 
community events.  

 
 

CCC Report – March 2018 
 
In a recent review of the CCC reports we discovered that the March 2018 CCC report was incorrectly dated 
March 2017. We advised the Chair on 16 November and the Chair suggested correcting the date and 
distributing to the CCC for information. 
 
 
Closing 

 

For further information, please visit the following: 

DGM website:http://aureliametals.com 

DGM Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/DarguesReefGold 

For more detailed assistance please call the Dargues Gold Mine Information Line on 1800 732 002 or 
alternatively email DGM.Community@aureliametals.com.au 

  

 

http://aureliametals.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DarguesReefGold
mailto:DGM.Community@aureliametals.com.au

