
 

MINUTES OF 41ST MEETING OF DARGUES REEF CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE  

Via video conference,  

On Monday October 18, 2021 at 1.30pm. 

PRESENT: B Weir (Chair), W Waterhouse, B Royds, M Darwon, Dr K Waddell, P Owen, P Cormick,  

S Needham, Cr P Harrison, A Robertson, A Wyllie and C Dingle. 

1. Welcome and Introductions: The Chair welcomed all Members to the Meeting. He 
acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the Land and paid his respects to Elders Past, 
Present and Emerging. 

2. Apologies: Nil. 
3. Pecuniary or conflicts of interests-Members: None other than the usual interests. 
4. Minutes of the last meeting—matters arising:  

a) Mr Cormick spoke to this matter and referred to his emails of April 24, May 11, July 4 
and October 15 which were critical of the Chair’s processing of the Meeting Minutes and 
Agenda. He stated that in his April email he expressed his concern that, contrary to the 
CCC Guideline, the draft minutes had been distributed by Mr Dingle rather than the 
Chair. His more recent emails were critical of the Chair’s handling and processing of the 
resignation email from the Committee Member Mr D Lever, as well as the Chair’s refusal 
to amend the draft minutes by including Mr Cormick’s suggested version. He requested 
that protocols be established by the Committee to which the Chair would be required to 
comply in the handling of “correspondence in” items in the future. He reiterated his 
criticism of the Chair. He stated that the community needs to know why Mr Lever 
resigned. He said that the previous Chair had reported previous resignations to those 
meetings. He was supported by Messrs. Waterhouse, Darwon and Needham. Mr 
Darwon said it was a transparency matter. Mr Robertson stated that realistic criteria 
would have to be drawn up so that only meaningful correspondence would be put on 
the agenda. Mr Dingle stated that he disagreed with the proposal as it was not a 
function of this Committee. The Chair made the point that he was concerned regarding 
the nature of the comments made in Mr Lever’s letter and the need for parties criticised 
to have the opportunity to reply. Mr Waterhouse said that the Committee can decide 
whether a matter is to be kept confidential and Mr Cormick suggested that personal 
issues be redacted. 
   

b) Mr Needham then spoke and said that at the last meeting he had undertaken to 
investigate and report back regarding surface water quality which is of particular interest to 
downstream water interests. He referred to his email report to Mr Dingle and appropriate 
Members dated September 17 and email to the Chair, dated October 14, which the Chair 
had distributed to all Members as he had requested. He stated that he had also spoken by 
phone with Mr Dingle several days ago. They had agreed that the Diversified Minerals level 
of reporting offered a greater range of analytes. Mr Dingle had undertaken to endeavour to 
reintroduce the Diversified Minerals level of reporting and he supported this. He added that 
he had contacted the EPA and had been informed that they were not satisfied with the 
current level of data being reported. Mr Wyllie stated that at the last meeting, DGM had 
requested a shorter list of data which was the most relevant to the CCC Members. Mr 



Needham replied that the previous reporting of time line data over the last 12-24 months, 
showing “spikes” etc. and which everybody had been happy with, should be re-introduced. 
Mr Owen requested further information, specific results and analysis of limits relating to 
drinking water standards, inland water analysis and comparisons with upstream samples. Mr 
Dingle undertook to reactivate the spreadsheets with which the CCC Members were familiar 
and which had been proven to be very effective in communicating information to CCC 
Members. He advised that an appointment had been made to replace M/s Lloyd, who was 
the Senior Environment and Social Responsibility Advisor, and that person would be tasked 
to assist in this matter. Mr Dingle added that he was concerned regarding timeliness as there 
was a slow turnaround from the labs and the September results were only coming in now. 
The Water Management Plan was up for review and he would consult with Mr Needham 
and any other member prior to community consultation. He presumed that Mr Robertson 
and Mr Cormick would also be interested. Mr Needham expressed concern regarding the 
impacts of a catastrophic fail at the mine on the downstream situation and stated that the 
community group he represents expects him to be “on top of that”.   

5. Correspondence: 
 The Chairman stated that, other than the emails from Mr Cormick and Mr Needham which 
had just been discussed, there was no other correspondence. Mr Cormick stated that it was 
now up to the Chair to develop criteria and bring those back to the Committee. The Chair 
stated that he would report back to the next meeting. Mr Needham asked Mr Dingle why 
xanthates were not listed in the Annual Review data on the Aurelia website. Mr Dingle 
replied that all xanthates were tested and he will check whether the Project Approval/Water 
Management Plan required that these be reported. Mr Needham noted that xanthates are 
of particular concern to the Coastwatchers Association because of potential significant 
impacts on the downstream ecosystem.  Mr Needham asked when is the next Aquatic 
Ecology Report due as it is not on the Aurelia website? Mr Dingle replied that he is still 
awaiting the information and as soon as he receives it, it will go on the website. Mr Dingle 
also undertook to reinstate the link on the website to the latest aquatic ecology report.  

6. Proponent’s Reports and Overview of Activities- Progress of the Project. Monitoring and 
Environmental Performance. Community Complaint. Information provided to the 
community and any feedback: Mr Dingle spoke to this report and stated that all compliance 
reports had been submitted on time. 

7. Matters which the Community representatives wish to raise with the Dargues Gold Mine 
representatives, other than matters listed elsewhere on the Agenda: Mr Waterhouse raised 
the following matters. Community Complaints- Firstly, he said residents were not happy with 
the company’s response when they lodge complaints. He said noise and the road condition 
were big issues. He said the noise was “quite penetrable”. He said downstream water was 
the other big issue. Secondly he said people find the website a “labyrinth” and he outlined 
the problem. Mr Dingle agreed. He asked for particulars regarding the disaffected 
community members and he would follow up their concerns, however he stressed that he 
may not be able to solve them. Mr Wyllie stated that the purpose of the recent site 
inspection was to show the noise attenuation work which had recently been carried out. Mr 
Darwon stated that he believed that this work had made a significant positive impact 
regarding night-time operations and asked that this be noted. He said the noise problem 
would be the crusher plant operations and the weather conditions could also be a factor. He 
added that there were still other improvements required. Mr Darwon also drew attention to 
the disturbance caused by early morning blasting and especially the recent blast at 6.26am 
on a Sunday morning. M/s Royd supported Members’ concerns regarding noise issues and 



noted that she had experienced an increase in ground vibration and reverberation through 
buildings as a result of recent blasting. All speakers requested Mr Dingle to follow up on 
these issues and endeavour to reduce impacts to the nearby residents especially the Major’s 
Creek residents. Mr Waterhouse suggested a Public Open Day be held at the mine post-
Covid. 

8. Matters which the Dargues Gold Mine representatives wish to raise with the Community 
representatives: proposed modification for Turkey’s Nest Dam and Water Trucking Update 
Aurelia Metals Website Update, Exploration Update, Groundwater Modelling Assessment. 
Update Noise Mitagation Project. DGM Site Initiatives: In reply to a question from Mr 
Cormick, Mr Dingle stated that the Turkey’s Nest dam will be constructed to the same 
standard as the TSF dam. Mr Wyllie added that it is not an extension of the TSF and its 
purpose is to drain water from the tailings dam. The work is not related to the proposed 
extension. Mr Dingle, following a question from Mr Needham, explained the three locations 
in detail and stated that they were areas of low bio-diversity with the preferred site having 
the lowest. He advised Mr Darwon that he expected that an electric pump would be used to 
pump water from the tailings dam. In reply to a question from Mr Waterhouse regarding the 
protection of wildlife including wombats, Mr Dingle stated that it was intended to meet or 
exceed previous standards in an endeavour to minimise harm to wildlife. He said that Site 3 
was preferred with smaller walls which made it easier to design and build. In reply to a 
question from M/s Royds, Mr Wyllie stated that the dam would comply in all regards with 
the requirements of the Dam Safety Act. In response from a question from Mr Darwon, Mr 
Dingle stated that Sites 2 & 3 appeared to be very close to the Sydney water catchment and 
that further studies were being undertaken. The Catchment Authority had previously told 
the Consultants that the Authority was not concerned regarding mining operations in the 
location. In reply to a question from Mr Cormick regarding further proposals and 
amendments, Mr Dingle stated that work was continuing with the consultants. A scoping 
meeting had been held with the Department of Planning Industry and Environment. A 
Cultural Heritage Study and other work including Environmental Assessments had to be 
completed by the end of December with the report completed by mid-late January. It was 
intended to meet initially with small community groups prior to public exhibition in late 
January. Mr Cormick asked when DGM would involve the CCC Members and Mr Dingle 
replied “that starts today”. Mr Cormick asked that the environmental assessments be 
provided to CCC Members at least a week before the next meeting. The Chair stated that he 
believed that the CCC Members must be briefed on the proposal prior to the meetings with 
community groups. In reply to a question from Mr Darwon, Mr Dingle stated that the 
purpose of public consultation was to get the information “out there” and to get “the best 
result”. He assured Mr Darwon that the public meetings would be “two way discussions”. Mr 
Darwon replied that the timing and location of the meetings were very important. Mr Dingle 
stated that it was intended to have consultation forums. Mr Waterhouse suggested that 
various formats be utilised including webinars, on-line newspapers and the Bungendore 
Bulletin. (M/s Royds and Dr Waddell here left the meeting.) Mr Cormick supported the 
previous comments and added that Eurobodalla Shire must have input as water quality was 
most important. He also referred to the need to inform the downstream users’ registrants. 

9. Other Business. Mr Waterhouse again reminded Mr Dingle to follow up the web labyrinth. 
Secondly he referred to the very successful fun run and suggested that or something similar 
be held. He suggested some refreshments be provided for the public. He said it is a very 
important project. He asked that the website display what noise mitigation work has been 
carried out and the results. He queried how much DGM contributed to the maintenance to 



Major’s Creek Road as, despite receiving Government funding, the road was still crumbling. 
Mr Wyllie replied that DGM contributed about $100,000 p.a. Mr Robertson stated that when 
he registered for the downstream users register his did not receive an acknowledgement. 
Mr Dingle confirmed to him that he was registered. Mr Robertson said he would look at a 
suitable method for notifying Councillors and residents. Mr Dingle suggested a texting 
service. Mr Cormick stated that he would contact Mr Robertson to discuss making a 
submission regarding the modification. Mr Dingle stated that there was plenty of time for 
discussion and the environmental outcomes are good. He added that Aurelia is acutely 
aware of the trucking problems and the larger water storage capacity is intended to better 
utilise truck movements. The ultimate aim is to improve environmental outcomes.    

 

  
10. Next Meeting:  

 
Mr Dingle suggested that the next meeting be held on either the 6th or the 13th of December, 
whichever is the more suitable to discuss the documentation regarding the proposed 
modification.  

The Chair once again thanked Cr Harrison for his service and wished him well. 

Prior to closing the meeting, the Chair sought feedback from the Members regarding the video 
conferencing format upon which this meeting had been held for the first time. All agreed that 
the format had been successful and could be used again in the future as one of the benefits was 
that it saved travelling time. Mr Owen agreed but added that he still favoured face to face 
meetings rather than video conferencing as it allowed better engagement across the meeting 
room. 

The Chair thanked the Members for their feedback. He thanked them for their attendance and 
input and then closed the meeting. 

Meeting Closed   3.20pm. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Dargues Gold Mine - Project Update 
  
Item 6.  
 
Progress of the Project 

 General Manager – Angus Wyllie 
 COVID Update – Rapid Antigen testing, Contact Harald Tracing, TARP. Site remains COVID free & we 

regularly test our systems and processes through audits and scenarios.  
 Mine development at 390L. 
 Processing production in accordance with annual throughputs Year to Date (YTD). 
 We will be trialling new concentrate containers next period. 
 Further local employment opportunities coming! for more information about employment 

opportunities, please refer to the following link: https://www.aureliametals.com/careers 
 Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) participation. 
 New emergency response training provider. 
 Tailing’s deposition currently below Stage 1 capacity. 
 >180ML of water stored onsite. 
 Best quarter for health, safety, environment & community indicators, and production for the life of the 

project to date.  
 

Monitoring and Environmental Performance 
All environmental monitoring was completed in accordance with the requirements of the Dargues Gold Mine 
(DGM’s) Environmental Protection License and Development Consent. For access to DGM’s monitoring data, 
please refer to Monitoring tab under the Aurelia Metals Website Dargues | Monitoring - Aurelia Metals. 
 
All monitoring data has been compiled into Esdat and reviewed by Big Island Mining Pty Ltd (BIM). Following 
ongoing feedback from some Dargues CCC members, Chase Dingle has reactivated the previously utilized 
environmental data spreadsheets from Diversified Minerals days and is currently uploading the last 12 months 
of monitoring data into them. Once complete, these will be used to report environmental trends on the AMI 
website. BIM is also investigating PowerBI to automate some reporting functions straight out of Esdat.  
 
The following compliance reports were submitted during the period: 
 

1. National Pollution Inventory (NPI) 
2. Annual Return (EPL 20095) – https://app.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/  
3. Annual Review (Development Consent 10_0054) – 

https://www.aureliametals.com/projects/dargues/reports 
4. EPBC Annual Compliance Report - https://www.aureliametals.com/projects/dargues/reports  
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Community Complaints 
During the last quarter, DGM received the following complaints. All complaints were in relation to noise and 
blasting concerns.  
 

Month Number of Complaints 
June  5 
July 5 
August 5 
September 9 

 
DGM continues to work on noise mitigation projects, as discussed in item 8.  
 
Information Provided to the Community and any feedback.  
 
The community Information Session scheduled for September was postponed due to COVID restrictions. A 
community information session will be held in the coming month/s, once permitted by health orders.  
 
An advert was placed in the Braidwood Bugle for new CCC members on 6 October 2021. The same 
advertisement was also sent to the Braidwood Times, but never published.  
 
 
Item 8.  
Matters which the Dargues Gold Mine wishes to raise with the community representatives. 
 
Proposed Modification for Turkeys Nest Dam and Water Trucking Update 
 
BIM is currently finalizing the briefing paper to support the application to modify Development Consent 
10_0054. R.W. Corkery & CO PTY LTD (Corkery) will be supporting BIM throughout this process and has been 
engaged to prepare the modification application, including specialist environmental studies. Corkery have 
extensive knowledge of the project having prepared the original Environmental Assessment and each 
subsequent modification.  

BIM has identified several adjustments to the approved Project Site Layout and conditions of MP10_0054 
which are required to maximise the efficiency of mining activities and tailings management, clarify permissible 
transportation operations, and regularise the development consent to account for minor changes to the Project 
Site. In summary, BIM anticipates that MOD 5 would include the following: 

1. Water Management Dam  

Construction and use of a turkey nest-style Water Management Dam (WMD) with no natural catchment and a 
capacity of approximately 180ML for the receipt and storage of supernatant water from the Tailings Storage 
Facility (TSF), water pumped from underground workings and raw water from other on-site sources. Additional 
on-site water storage, and the capacity to store supernatant water from the TSF, is required to ensure that 
excess water generated at the Mine can be safely and effectively managed and to maximise the efficient use of 
TSF for tailings storage. The WMD is also required to enable storage of water for use during periods of reduced 
rainfall or drought. 

The proposed WMD would be constructed using cut and fill methods, with embankment construction materials 
sourced from the WMD footprint. As the WMD is expected to receive and store supernatant water from the 
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TSF, the dam would be constructed in accordance with the NSW Environment Protection Authority’s Tailings 
Dam Policy and would therefore achieve a maximum liner permeability of 1 x 10-9m/s over 1m or equivalent 
and therefore we plan to fully line the facility. The WMD may also be a declared dam under the Dams Safety 
Act 2015. Ancillary infrastructure including an access road, pump stand / laydown area and surface water 
diversion bunds would also be constructed adjacent to the proposed WMD. 

A preliminary options analysis undertaken by GHD has identified three potential locations for the position of 
the WMD within the Project Site (see options WMD1, WMD2 and WMD3 on the below Figure). The final 
proposed location of the WMD has yet to be determined, however, it is expected that specialist assessments 
and consultation with government agencies and the community undertaken as part of MOD 5 will inform the 
final decision. Based on the engineering and preliminary environmental surveys, WMD Site 3 is considered the 
most suitable location by BIM. As all three potential locations would be within the Mine’s on-site Biodiversity 
Offset Area, BIM proposes to offset this disturbance in accordance with the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme 
established under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 
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2. Increased Processing Rate 

BIM proposes to increase the approved processing rate under Condition 6(a) of 10_0054 from 355, 000tpa to 
415 000tpa (i.e., an increase of less than 200 tonnes per day and approximately 17% of our annualised 
throughput). This increase would allow for the more efficient use of existing processing plant and would reflect 
increased efficiencies in ore processing because of ongoing refinements and improvements to the Mine’s 
mining and processing operations. 

Mining operations at the Mine are approved until 30 June 2025 and up to 1.6Mt of ore may be processed at the 
Mine under Conditions 5 and 6 of MP10_0054 respectively. The proposed processing rate increase would not 
require any changes to the existing processing plant or the approved TSF and would not increase the total 
amount of ore processed over the life of the Mine (1.6Mt). Based on forecast production rates, it is not 
anticipated that the proposed processing rate increase would reduce the life of the Mine. Additionally, it is 
anticipated that transportation of gold concentrate generated because of the proposed processing rate 
increase would be accommodated within existing transportation limits for the Mine. 

3. Emergency Trucking of Water 

BIM is seeking development consent for emergency trucking of water to the Project Site from off-site sources 
via the Kings Highway, Wallace Street and Coghill Street, Araluen Road and Majors Creek Road. Approval is 
sought for up to 10 laden truck movements per day to facilitate the provision of emergency water. Emergency 
trucking of water would only be undertaken where operational water requirements cannot be met by on-site 
water storages. Water would be sourced from an appropriately licenced source under a commercial 
arrangement.  

Condition 41(a) of 10_0054 specifies that a maximum of four concentrate trucks may be despatched from the 
Mine per hour. The Applicant proposes to modify this condition to require that no more than four laden trucks 
(i.e., concentrate trucks and water trucks) are despatched from or received at the Project Site per hour, thereby 
clarifying the inclusion of water trucks without increasing the approved laden truck movement rate. 
Additionally, water trucks movements would be limited to those times specified under Condition 41(b) and 
would not occur during the periods outlined under Condition 41(c) of MP10_0054. 

4. Additional amendments 

Various administrative amendments are proposed to 10_0054 to reflect minor changes in the Mine layout since 
the commencement of mining operations, including updates to figures included in Appendix 2 of 10_0054 to 
reflect the enlarged TSF footprint as approved under MOD 3. Additionally, BIM proposes to modify 10_0054 to 
permit the implementation of biodiversity offsetting mechanisms outlined in the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme to 
fulfill outstanding off-site biodiversity offsetting requirements. This modification would be consistent with 
Commitment 5.9(a) in Appendix 5 of 10_0054 which requires the implementation of an off-site biodiversity 
offset strategy or the provision of funding to provide for equivalent biodiversity offsetting.  

BIM currently anticipates that a further modification to 10_0054 (i.e., MOD6) will be requested later to seek 
approval to extend the life of the Mine beyond 30 June 2025 and to extract more than the approved 1.6Mt of 
ore over this extended period. Further modifications to the approved Project Site layout (including expanding 
the TSF) are also under consideration. These activities would be the subject of a future modification application 
and do not form a component of this current application. 
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Aurelia Metals Website Update 
The company website continues to be improved with access to information. The focus for the next period 
will be uploading the environmental data spreadsheets discussed in Item 6. To access the Dargues 
compliance page, please use the following link. Dargues | Compliance - Aurelia Metals 

Exploration Update 
In October 2021, Aurelia Metals re-commenced underground exploration drilling activities at Dargues Gold 
Mine. The purpose of the drilling is to extend and increase confidence of the project’s ore resources. The 
drilling project is expected to finish at the end of April 2022. DGM will communicate with the community when 
additional surface drilling is expected to be undertaken, but at this stage is expected to commence in late 
November 2021.  

Groundwater Modelling Assessment Update 
BIM is awaiting the final ground water impact assessment report from AGE Consultants and will then 
commence consultation with the relevant stakeholders. Only some minor amendments were identified 
during our internal review.  

Noise Mitigation Project 
Independent Noise Mitigation Assessment 

EMM consulting completed the field component of this noise assessment on 6 October 2021. The site visit was 
delayed several times due to COVID 19 restrictions. During EMM’s field work, BIM elected to trial some night-
time crushing activities so that the results could be used to inform any decisions about doing this activity in the 
future. The night-time crushing trial was completed between 8:00pm – 9:30pm and no night-time crushing 
activities have occurred outside of this trial.  

A report outlining the assessment and any recommendation/s is expected 4-6 weeks. 

Downstream Water User Register 
During the period, BIM advertised the downstream water users register on our Facebook page. We are also 
working with several newspapers to further publicize the register. Current registered parties are at 17.  

DGM Site Initiatives 
DGM’s Community Grants Program latest round of community grants were awarded during the period. A 
summary of the recipients is below: 

1. Braidwood APEX Club – support for the revamped "Diggers Day", now to be known as the Diggers
Classic. The APEX club we will use the grant to donate some "Bare-foot" bowls directly to the bowling
club.

2. Braidwood FM Incorporated –minor repairs, new branding, and fresh paint to the broadcasting van to
make it more functional and appealing. This includes fixing the awning and installing a new table with
anchor points and fixed broadcasting equipment. Braidwood FM Inc. is a not-for-profit local community
radio station broadcasting 24/7 by volunteers trained at no cost to them.

3. Braidwood Old School Hall Association Inc. (BOSSH) is a not-for-profit that is responsible for the
management of the Old Anglican Hall which is a heritage listed community icon built in the 1850s. The
Committee will use the funds to purchase a Polar U-Series 4 Door Counter Fridge to support
community events.
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Closing 

For further information, please visit the following: 

DGM website: http://aureliametals.com 

DGM Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/DarguesReefGold 

For more detailed assistance please call the Dargues Gold Mine Information Line on 1800 732 002 or 
alternatively email DGM.Community@aureliametals.com.au 
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